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THE CIRCULAR 


Isan exponent of Bible Communism. It advocates the 
Religion of the Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive 
Church. 

It recognizes the fact that the Kingdom of Heaven, as for 
ages prayed for, is now actually coming into the world, and 
it will look for its presence in every field of action. 

It will embrace within its scope whatever is progressive 
and inspiring in Science, Literature, Art, and the News of 
the World, and will aim to interpret all events from a spirit- 
ual point of view, and in their relations to the great Provi" 
dential movement of the times. 

It is offered to those who desire it, as the Gospel is, with- 
out money and without price, or at One Dollar a year to 
those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be forwarded to those requesting 
them. Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, 
should return us a copy with his name and residence written 
upon it, and the simple order, “ Discontinue.” 

Address “THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


PUBLICATIONS, 





THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those who seek the 
Faith of the Primitive Church: an octavo volume of 500 
pages. By J. H. Noves. Price, $1.50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest; Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &., d&c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
All who wish to understand Brisk Communism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint 
themselves with the contents of this book, 

BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the Annual Re- 
ports and other publications of the Oneida Community 
and its branches; presenting, in connection with their 
History, a summary view of their Religious and Social The- 
ories. 125 pages, octavo. Price, 50 cts, 

SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and defended by J. H. 
Nores. Pamphlet, 10 cts. 

2" Past Volumes of the Circular can be furnished to 
order; and any of the above Publications may be sent by 
mail to all parts of the country. 


THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY: 
Where and What it Is. 





The Community consists of about 225 mem- 
bers, comprising men, women, youth and children, 
nearly in equal proportions. They own 386 acres 
of land, in the towns of Lenox and Vernon, State 
of New York; Post Office address, Oneida, N. Y. 
For an account of their manufactures and pro- 
ductions, see a card in the next column. 

The Community has been established here 
about fifteen years, and is self-supporting. There 
is a branch community located at Wallingford, 
Conn., which is also self-supporting. 

The members of the Community hold among 
their distinguishing points of belief, that Jesus 
Christ is otiered to mankind as a_ perfect Sa- 
vior from selfishness; that personal regeneration 
through him is the only true foundation for re- 
form; that his Second Coming, together with the 
establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven and a 
perfect Social State in the heavenly world, took 
place at the close of the apostolic age; that all 
good and evil are the results of spiritual agency, 
and hence that faith is the best resource for ail- 
ments of the body as well as the soul; that the 
age of miracles is not past, &c. For a more full 
statement of their religious views and the reasons 
thereof, see the Berean, a book published by the 
Community. 

The Social organization is that of entire Com- 
munism, like that of the day of Pentecost, when 
“no man said that aught of the things that he 
possessed was his own, but they had all things 
common ;” or like the condition expressed by 
Christ in his last prayer for his disciples, “all 
mine are thine, and thine are mine.” This Social 
order bases itself logically on our views of Christ- 
ianity, which as a perfect system requires an un- 
selfish condition of society; and historically on 
the fact that a model of perfect Communism has 
been in successful operation in the interior world 
for cighteen hundred years, and is now gaining 
extension and recognition among men. An ex- 
position of the Social Theory here indicated may 
be found in Bible Communism, a pamphlet of the 
Community. 

For its government, the Community has no for- 
mal Constitution, or code of Laws, but depends on 
the maintenance of a good spirit, securing a vital 
organization throughout, like that which animates 
the human body, and on the exercise of Free 
Criticism on the part of all its members. The 
most spiritual and discerning among them secur- 
ing the most confidence, have naturally the most 
influence. Joun H. Noygs, as the man by whom 
the truths of Communism have been mainly 
brought forth in this age, is respected as a true 
leader. In business, those persons whose attrac- 
ions and capacities fit them for posts of responsi- 
tibility, are sought for and placed in charge of the 
different departments. 

Persons wishing for a more extended knowledge 
of the Community, may gain it by reading its pub- 
lications, or by correspondence with its secretary. 
If a personal visit is desired, the convenience of 
the Community as to the time and circumstances 
of receiving it should first be consulted by letter. 

Tae CrercuLar is our weekly organ, and is 
offered on such terms as make it accessible to ey- 











ery one. Those who receive its spirit and have 
the ability to do so, will deal generously with the 
Community in sharing its expense, and contribu- 
ting to its usefulness. To the poor it is offered as 
a gift. 


la of 
PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES: 
The Kingdom of Heaven, established by Christ 
in the interior sphere at his Second Coming, A. 
D. 70. 


he following may serve as a condensed formu- | 


}a reliable medium of the truth—for it is the 
~— that constitutes the perfect standard of 
|excellence in all things. The Painter, the 
Sculptor and all true artists, who excel in 
|their professions, are those who can produce 
lthe most perfect likeness or image of nature, 
| whose copies of the Divine Artist are the 


;most truthful. So, also, in the spiritual de- 


|ties and good sense must be developed and 
‘brought into full requisition. 

| And where shall man begin to cooperate 
with his maker in the great work of redemp- 
ition of man from sin and ignorance? We 
‘answer, begin with the beginning of life. 
| And that beginning, as another has said, is 
'in the bed-chamber and the nursery. But to go 


Unity of all believers in this world and in Hades, | partment of life, those who are the most obe-| no further back, on this occasion, than the lat- 


with the Kingdom in the Heavens. 
Resurrection of the Spirit, by the faith and confes- 

sion of Christ, abolishing Sin and Selfishness. 
Resurrection of the Body, as a sequence of the 


foregoing, overcoming Disease, renewing Youth, | One should be familiar with what constitutes | tices and establishing the true. 


and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with Inspi- 
ration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s ‘Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, Divorced from Mammon, and de- 

voted to God. 


Vhe Gommuanity, 
Oneida, N. ¥. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 

Steel Traps, of six different sizes, suitable for all 
kinds of Trapping. 

Traveling- of various materials and the latest 
iniproved styles. 

Mo Holders, with malleable iron heads and screw 
fastenings. 

Preserved Fruits po up in glass quart jars, se- 

e 


curely sealed and warranted. 


DEALERS IN 


SEWING-SILKS, 
A full assortment of which for the supply of 
Merchants and Manufacturers is gener- 
ally on hand. 





. Orders for the above, accompanied by cash or 
reference, will be carefully attended to, and the 
articles shipped to any part of the country. 

Address ONEIDA COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, N. Y. 











THE CIRCULAR. 
Thoughts on Criticism. 
From a Lecture delivered Jan. 1863, by G. Craamy. 
Criticism, as an art, has been, until quite 
recently, confined mostly to literary circles, 
But dur- 


ing the great revivals, some thirty years ago, 


criticising books, works of art, &e. 


there were among the young converts a few 
who conceived the idea of spiritual improve. 
ment by the aid of mutual criticism, especial- 
ly among those who were candidates for the 
ministry and missionary fields. The foun- 
der of this Community was a member of 
such a circle while connected with the Ando- 
ver Theological Seminary, as the following 
extract from his Religious Experience will 
show. He says: ‘One of the weekly exer- 
cises of this society was a frank criticism of 
each other’s character, for the purpose of im- 
provement. The mode of proceeding was 
this: At each meeting, the member whose 
turn it was, according to the alphabetical 
order of his name, to submit to eriticism, 
held his peace, while the other members, one 
by one, told him his faults in the plainest 
way possible, This exercise sometimes cru- 
elly crucified self-complacency, but it was 
contrary to the regulations of the society for 
any to be provoked, or tocomplain. I found 
much benefit in submitting to this ordeal, 
both while I was at Andover and afterwards.” 

Criticism, as the term implies, is to judge 
and remark upon, with exactness—to notice 
beauties as well as faults in character, or per- 
Criticism 
No one 
“an be a good critic who is a careless super- 
ficial observer or thinker. Indeed, to be a 
good critic in the interior, as well as in the 


formance, or in works of art. 


therefore is an art to be studied. 


exterior of life, one must be a faithful student 
in the school of the Spirit of Truth 





must be 


| dient in walking in the light of truth, are the 
| best judges of its principles and beauties ; as 


a true standard of judgment, in order to ap- 
prove or condemn with exactnes and truth- 
fulness. 

Criticism, as a general rule, is given by 
the superior to the inferior. In a silent way 
the advancing, progressive nations, criticise 
those that are not so; civilization criticises 
barbarism; sound reason criticises the blind 
impulses of the will and feelings; intelligence 
criticises ignorance; communism criticises 
isolation; truth criticises falsehood. And it 
might be said, that the present conflict be- 
|tween the North and the South is a criticism 
of the former upon the latter. 

Nations, or individuals, who reject the 
light of Truth and spurn admonition and crit- 
icism, doso through the agency of the dia- 
bolical, and have allied themselves to the 
Kingdom of darkness and death. A diaboli- 
cal spirit, in a people, or in an dndividual, is 
to the soul, what a malignant and dangerous 
disease is to the body, for the removal of 
which, desperate, if not dangerous remedies 
are required, Hence the necessity for severe 
judgment or criticism, often administered in 
special cases, 

For the removal of theftoarser chips from 
the block of marble, the sculptor can employ 
& common stone-cutter ; but as the work ap- 
proaches the real form of the image to come 
| forth, the nice discriminating judgment of the 
artist is required to guide the chisel and tem- 
per the blows of the mallet. In like manner 
the work of removing the coarser material of 
selfish accretions accumulated through igno- 
rance and self-will, that conceals the divine 





/image hid in the human soul, can be given to 
common, uninspired agencies; even the devil 


| himself has had coarse jobs of this kind given 


ihim to do, as being an expert in the destruc- 
| tion of the flesh. 
tions as with a rod of iron, must employ se- 
vere, if not diabolical forces in the accom- 
plishment of many of his purposes, So, to 


ments abroad in the land, one needs to under- 
stand, in some degree, the nature of the two- 
fold work that Jesus Christ and his heavenly 


dom of God in this world. The tirst work, 
already alluded to, is the destruction and_re- 
moval of Satanic kingdoms and selfish insti- 
tutions ; which work, may be given to the 
floating rabble or any clod-hopper agency 
most convenient for the purpose; but to fully 
develop and establish the new heavens and 
the new earth, societies of heavenly commu- 
nism, and to perfectly educate the Christ-cre- 
ated sons of God, will require experienced 
workers and artists of the New Jerusalem 
school. 

This principle, of adapting criticism to the 
status of the subject to be improved, gs one 
of practical importance. We have seen that 
to reduce the spirit of the flesh, God in his 
wisdom, employs various methods and agen- 


cies. 


worker in restoring the world to order, har- 
mony and beauty. And to qualify man for 


so noble and high a calling, his entire facul- 





And he who rules the na-! 


interpret correctly the seemingly severe judg- | 


corps have assumed in establishing the King- | 


And, it is undoubtedly the will of the | 
Creator, that regenerated man shall be his co- | 


ter, we shall find much work to be done in 
| the way of abolishing false theories aud prac- 
Believing as 
| we do, that immortality is the result of obe- 
|dience, the work of securing that obedience 


/cannot commence too early in life. As soon 


= you discover the manifestation of an op- 
| posing will in a child—no mafter how young 
| the child may be—that is the time to begin a 
| systematic criticism of its will. 

| The will you encounter in the infant may 
not be a very strong will, and yet it is there 
‘and plainly to be felt, if not seen, in the ery 
‘and bodily expressions, showing resistance to 
To reason with it, is 





| the will of its nurse. 
| out of the question, for you are not dealing 
with a reasoning being, but with an animal be- 
|ing, although human. Oh! says one, a babe 
| that can not understand what you say to it, is 
too young to be criticised. Ah! indeed, is it 
so! that a babe that cannot talk, nor reason, 
nor understand the meaning of words, cannot 
understand that it must give up i/s will to 
yours? Whose will is it that you meet in 
| the child before you? Where did it come 
| from ? Did it originate with the physical or- 
| ganism of that little body ?. Without ventur- 
| ing too far into the metaphysical arena, allow 


| 


'me to ask if that opposing will, seen in the 
| fragile and helpless infant, is not traceable to 
| its immediate progenitors—a family trait—a 
| strong, stubborn self-will perhaps, that did not 
|like to give up nor to be resisted? And 
‘sss did its progenitors get their self-will 
traits that have caused them perhaps much 
| trouble and suffering? I need not say more 
/on this point; common-sense logic would soor 
| land one in the ancient garden where the mis- 
| chief began. There is instinct if not reason 
| whereever there is a will, that will submit in 
| the presence of a superior power. And allow 
|me to inquire why not censure the man whe 
attempts to subdue and make flexible the will 
of his horse? Can the horse reason? Does 
| the horse understand what is said to it? Be 
| that as it may, it certainly does know wher 
'its owner has become its master too. 

That the children of this world are wiser in 
| their generation than the children of light, in 
| respect to many things, is as true now, as it 
was in the days of our Savior. But shall it 
| always remain so? Are not we, as Com- 
|munists, bound to prove that the children of 
i light are the wisest? To aceomplish this, 
“however, one thing must certainly be done— 
viz., the introduction of science and art, to 
Every obstruction 


every department of life. 
to the onward march of truth must be swept 
And, there is, certainly, no depart- 
more 


away. 
ment where science and art are needed 
than in the breeding and training of children. 
Kings and Princes, rich men and Nobles, take 
by the hand and bid welcome to their society, 
a modest and unassuming man from the ranks 
And they look upon 
him as a wonder—a godsend, and almost a 
miracle-worker—and for what? What great 
IIe has not raised 
Pray, what, 
has he done? that is all. 


But Rarey was no fool—simply a common- 


of the working classes. 


deed has he performed ? 
the dead, nor healed the sick, 
Tamed a horse! 





' 


| sense nan who had applied science and art to 
the business of training horses. Rarey did ‘a 


| great work—a work of kindness to man and 
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beast, and his name will be recorded among 
the reformers of his day. But how vastly 
more important is it, that Rareys should go 
forth over the land to instruct fathers, moth- 
ers, guardians and teachers, everywhere, how 
to tame children, making them docile, teacha- 
ble and obedient? And I venture to assert, 
that when that time does come, it will be 
found that the taming process should begin 
in infancy—that criticising it thus early, is 
the beginning of the foundation of all that is 
truly valuable in the character of the future 
man. 

Voluntary slavery is not necessarily, in all 
cases, anevil. It is repugnant however, to an 
enlightened mind to see a superior in foolish 
and servile bondage to an inferior. The im- 
pression it gives one is, that of a state of an- 
archy, disorder and confusion—the rabble tak- 
ing the lead, childish folly attempting to dic- 
tate to manly wisdom. 

When one sees a mother in bondage to her 
nursing child, it is a humiliating sight, and one 
teels that one’s sense of order, right, harmo- 
ny and fitness of things is outraged. In such | 
acase the animal will—blind and foolish—is 
the master; intelligence, reason, and all the 
moral faculties of the soul—the crowning glo- 
ey of human nature—that should be found in 
the mother, are the slaves—the devil’s rever- | 
sion of God’s arrangements of plans. In thou- 
sands of instances mothers are complimented 
on being so very affectionate and kind to their 
children—never crossing their wills, &c.— 
Kindness that is genuine, is kindness to the 
manhood and womanhood that is to be. And | 
such kindness is crucifixion and suffering to | 
the wayward tendencies of childhood. Real 
kindness to the soul, is cruelty to the blind 
animal will. 

I once heard a mother say—* I would soon- | 
er whip my boy till life was extinct in him. 
than to see him grow up to manhood with 
that self-will unsubdued.” Involuntarily my 
whole soul responded to that righteous, god- 
like decision for the right, in the mother.— 
Such mothers are like oases in a sandy des- 
ert—such mothers are the hope and pledge 
tor the establishment of the kingdom of right- | 
eousness, joy, and peace on earth. In striking 
contrast with the foregoing I will relate anoth- 
er fact. Many years ago a tract distributor in 
one of our large cities, who was in the discharge 
of her duty by calling upon every family in 
the district assigned to her, civilly offering a 
tract to those who would take one, found her- 
self on one occasion, in the presence of a moth- 
er with several children about her, one of 
which immediately attracted her attention.— 
The distributor being rather young and bash- 
fal gazed with almost stupefied amazement on 
ascene before her. The mother, noticing her 
embarrassment made an apology for nursing 
sv large a babe—ifthe child could be called 
one. But perhaps the amazement of the 
young woman will not be wondered at so 
much when I inform you that the child was 
so large that he performed the act of nursing 
with his feet firmly placed upon the floor, was 
dressed in pantalets and frock, was over 
three years old, and large at that. But notic- 
ing that the stranger’s attention was upon him, 
he fled from the house, at short notice, hal- 
looing like any city urchin as he went out. 
The apology of the mother was, that when 
she attempted to wean the child, he was 
net willing to be weaned. And so the tender- 
hearted mother could not endure to cross the 
little darling’s will. Is it strange that we see 
and hear of men acting in political meetings, 
state legislatures, and other publie places, 
more like wild, ferocious beasts of prey, than 
civilized human beings? It requires no pro- 
phet to predict the future career of men and 
women nursed and educated by such moth- 





ers. 

The severe criticisms, trials and sufferings 
that many adults find it necessary to meet 
and pass through, are tobe charged, ina 
great degree, to the neglect of proper disci- 
pline in infancy and childhood. | am strong- 


ito the whole world. 


us, who are almost constantly battling with 
insubordinate affections and appetites which 
bring them into more or less bondage. To 
obtain deliverance from such oppressors, help 
may be found by entering upon an investiga- 
tion of the past private history of one’s fam- 
ily—a historical criticism of the family pro- 
genitors. Scarcely a family will be found 
free from the false idolatrous, affections under 
consideration. It is important, in securing a 
permanent victory in any cause, to cut off ev- 
ery avenue by which the enemy comes upon 
you unawares. The encmies of our souls are 
not outwardly repulsive. The devil puts on 
disguises. Can kindness and affection be cru- 
el and murderous? Christ said to Peter, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an 
offense unto me: for thou savourest* not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of 
men.” What had Peter done? Simply 
manifested affection for Christ, by saying to 
him that he must not go up to Jerusalem to 
suffer death. But that affection in Peter was 
false, childish; it would avoid a little present 
suffering, at the expense of eternal damnation 
Christ detected at once 
the cloven foot under cover of words of per- 
sonal affection. (It will be remembered that 
Peter, although a disciple and follower of 
Christ—a chosen vessel, was unconverted— 
the new birth not having been developed.) 
False, carnal affection, which is synonymous 
with false love—wherever bestowed—is an 
altar of idolatry upon which very many vic- 
It is a robber, for it 
It isa murderer, for 


tims are sacrificed. 
robs God of his rights. 
it stabs at the heart of true love—the only 
priceless treasure in the universe. I would 
to God that we might all see and fee/ the im- 
portance of a thorough cleansing of our souls 
trom this subtle snare of Satan. 
, Conclusion neat week. 
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The Law of Justification. 





“There is but one sentence of justification com- 
ing down from God, and that was said to Christ 
in the words—"“ Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.” By believing on {hrist we be- 
come identified with him, and with all who are 
with him; and this word of justification comes 
sounding down through Christ’s whole body. 
Paul prays for the Ephesians, that they may be 
able to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth and length and depth and hight, and to 
know the love of Christ.” Here is justification in- 
troduced as a social, not an individual affair. It 
pertains to the whole body of Christ, not to indi- 
viduals alone by themselves. 

This view of justification ought to make us 
careful and anxious that everybody around us 
should be justified as well as ourselves. This is a 
Community interest. It is only as we are sur- 
rounded by those who are justified that we can be 
justified ourselves. A fault-finding person who 
has a propensity to criticise and condemn, and 
bring folks into condemnation, is working against 
his own interest, and filling the atmosphere with 
poison which will injure himself. Another ex- 
pression of Paul's is this: “ Let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts, whereunto also ye are called 
in one body.” That is equivalent to saying—Let 
the justification of God rule in your hearts where- 
unto ye are called in one body, not as individuals, 
but all together. And we must not forget that 
“all saints” does not refer to saints in this world 
only, but to an innumerable company in the heav- 
ens, more worthy of the name of saints than any 
here below ; and that glorious word—“ This is my 
beloved Son,in whom I am well pleased”—is 
sounding in their hearts all the time. It is an ex- 
cellent exercise of the heart to try to come into 
union with all saints. 

Itis nothing more than rational, and to be 
recognized as truth, that anybody who sets up to 
seek happiness, or wisdom, or good fortune, dy 
himself, will have a hard time of it. We are living 
very late in the day of joint-stock companies ; and 
everything now-a-days is done in partnerships,and 
not in isolation. And there is one great joint- 
stock company in full operation, which is des- 
tined to supersede or swallow up everything else. 
And when we see a person ambitious, and seek- 





ly led to believe that thereare some among 


ing to make the most of himself, we should ask, 





“ Have you joined the Great Firm?” No matter 
what you are seeking—whcether wealth, or learn- 
ing, or position, or fame—anything or everything 
—unless you become a member of the Great Firm 
of which Jesus Christ is President, you are bound 
for failure and disappointment at last. This ques- 
tion is decisive of character. It means—are you 
a spider at heart, or are you a social being ? 
—— —oeemeoe 


Man and Woman---their True Relation. 





Paul has been an especial mark for abuse by su- 
perficial and infidel reformers. His social doc- 
trines don’t suit them, particularly that of the su- 
bordination of woman to man. “ Women’s Rights” 
agitators of both sexes have sneered at Paul as a 
conservative, and “ old fogy,” and repudiated him, 
and with him the Bible. But the “race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the strong ;” and it will 
yet be found, infidel reformers to the contrary not- 
withstanding, that Paul is a true social teacher. 
And sooner or later all true hearts will gather to 
him and to Christ, and accept their authority. 

The relation ofthe sexes is a question of pro- 
found interest, and men and women are equally 
interested to know the truth, and each should in- 
vestigate the subject with candor. They have 
each a position, designed for them by God in their 
creation, and each should find out and take that 
position. What is their mutual position? That 
of entire equality, says the ‘“‘ Woman’s Rights Re- 
former ;” that of superior and subordinate, says 
Paul. 

Writing to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 11: 3)Paul 
says: “I would have you to know, that the 
head of every man is Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man ; and the head of Christ is God.” 
And he praises them for having kept the ordinan- 
ces which he had delivered unto them, manifestly 
referring to this order in which the grace of God 
flows into and is distributed through the Church. 
Fourier had a theory of the “human series.”— 
This is Paul’s theory of the “ human series.” And 
we believe that the deepest human consciousness, 
and the profoundest investigation of human rela- 
tions witness to its truth, Man and woman were 
made to be organized into the kingdom of heaven; 
and they can be organized into that kingdom only 
by coming into a true relation to each other.— 
Paul understood the organization of that kingdom, 
He was a special minister of its gospel; and we 
may be sure he has made no mistake in his utter- 
ances concerning it. The world will have to go 
back and learn of him. The whole question of 
Woman’s Rights and of Human Rights, is summed 
up in the statement of Paul: “The head of every 
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is 
the man; and the head of Christ is God.” In a 
conversation on this subject, not long since, a 
friend, whom we know to be one of the truest 
friends of women, and their rights, said : 

* Women are particularly interested in this sub- 
ject. I would ask them, Do you wish to be attrac- 
tive? There is but one answer to this; we all 
know that to be attractive is the strongest desire 
of their nature. It is this instinct that makes them 
fond of dress, and so anxious to be beautiful. It 
is the most noticeable thing in woman; and is a 
natural ahd innocent desire. God meant they 
should be attractive. It was intended that they 
should glorify God in that way; but in order to 
be attractive, woman must make sure of establish- 
ing the only legitimate and natural channel 
through which the life and beauty of God can flow 
to her; and that is, her connexion with man. If 
she breaks that connexion she becomes unattrac- 
tive. A woman unsexed, or trying to be and act 
like a man, is odious. The secret of a great many 
persons becoming unattractive may be traced to 
some such transformation. In one way or ano- 
ther they get one side, and either justly or unjust- 
ly feel that man has abused them, and so throw 
off their connexion with man, and set up to be 
men themselves. They may plead necessity as an 
excuse for their position; but ifthere is a necessity, 
it isa most unfortunate necessity. In breaking 
their subordinate connexion with man, and setting 
up for independence, and assuming a masculine 
character, they infallibly lose the beauty and bloom 
of womanhood.” 

— - —~—<Deo pea -— — 
Revolution in Poland. 





Europe is again heaving with the throes of revy- 
olution. The Poles are in insurrection against 
the Russian Government. Several weeks ago the 
European steamers brought brief Russian tele- 
grams announcing that an insurrection had broken 
out in Poland, but intimated that after five days, 
quiet had been restored through all the disaffected 
districts. But this announcement was premature. 
Later accounts represent that the movement is 
far from being suppressed; that it is gaining 
ground, and proportions daily; that the insur- 
gents have gained several important successes 
over bodies of Russian troops; that a provisional 
government has been organized which displays 
much vigor; that the movement threatens to 





involve the whole Polish nation; and that the 
Polish question begins to assume European di- 
mensions. What its effect on the other European 
peoples—the Hungarians, the French and the Ger- 
mans—will be, time only will show. All the Lib- 
eralists and Progressives are in sympathy with 
the Poles. There are indications that the govern- 
ments of France and England will oppose inter- 
vention by other governments. Even Austria, 
it is said, has been accused by Russia, of favoring 
the insurrection. The attitude of the Prussian 
Government on the other hand, though still in- 
volved more or less in mystery, portends an alli- 
ance with Russia for the suppression of the move- 
ment. 


Relief for the Lancashire Sufferers, 
The result of the movement in this country to re- 
lieve the English sufferers was the sending to 
Liverpool of a vessel, the Griswold, loaded with 
provisions. The arrival of the ship in England 
was the occasion of the manifestation of much 
cordial feeling. On the 16th a large public meet- 
ing was held in Liverpool to welcome captain 
Lunt the commander of the Griswold. A similar 
meeting was to be held in Manchester. The cargo 
of the Griswold was consigned to a committee for 
distribution among the sufferers. It is pleasant to 
record such an act of good will and sympathy. 
The London Punch contains the following greet- 
ing to the Griswold: 


Before thy stem smooth seas were curled, 
Soft winds thy sails did move, 

Good ship, that from the Western world 
Bore freight of brothers’ love. 


*T wixt starving here and striving there 
When wrath flies to and fro, 

Till all seems hatred everywhere, 
How fair thy white wings show! 





O’er the great seas thy keel plowed through 
Good ships have borne the chain 

That should have knit old world and new 
Across the weltering main. 


The chain was borne—one kindly wave 
Of speech pulsed through its coil ; 

Then dumb and dead in ocean’s grave 
Lay hope and cost and toil. 


But thou, good ship, again hast brought 
O’er these wide waves of blue, 
The chain of kindly word and thought, 
To link those worlds anew. 
- oe 


Publications Received. 





THE CONTINENTAL Montruiy.—The March 
number of this Magazine is on our table. The 
following is the table of Contents: 

Turkey, A. Comte, Jr.,; False Estimations; 
The Blue Handkerchief; Gold; Last Words, In- 
goldsby North; Parting, Edward 8. Rand, Jr., ; 
A Merchant’s Story, By the author of “ Among 
the Pines” ; The Captain of ’63 to his Men, Mary 
E. Nealy ; The Vision of the Monk Gabriel, Elea- 
nor C. Donnelly; The Century of Inventions, 
Charles G. Leland ; The Lady and her Slave; For 
and Against ; European Opinion, Hon. F. P. Stan- 
ton ; The Huguenots, Hon. G. P. Disosway ; Mont- 
gomery in Secession Time; The Union, By Hon. 
Robert J. Walker; The Soldier’s Burial ; Literary 
Notices; Editor’s Table. 

Tue ATLANTIC MonTHLY FOR Marcu is re- 
ceived and contains the following table of con- 
tents : 

Christopher North ; “‘ Choose ye this day whom 
ye will serve :” The Horrors of San Domingo; A 
London Suburb ; The Vagabonds; Willie Whar- 
ton; A Call to my Countrywomen; The True 
Chureh; Under the Pear-Tree; The Last Cruise 
of the Monitor; Lyrics of the Street; America 
the Old World; Pericles and President Lincoln ; 
Reviews and Literary Notices; Russell’s Diary ; 
Recent American Publications. 

We note the articles—“ Horrors of San Domin- 
go” by John Weiss, and “America the Old World,” 
a geological article by Prof. Agassiz, as especial- 
ly interesting. The latter is the first of a new 
series of scientific papers by Prof. Agassiz. 

eh oD 6 

TELEGRAPH LINE TO JERUSALEM.—It is report- 
ed that the Syrian telegraph is already in operation 
as far as Ourfa, at the top of the Desert, beyond 
the Euphrates, and a branch line will soon be ex- 
tended to Aleppo, Damascus and Beyrout, from 
which latter station a line will run south to Joppa 
and Jerusalem. Travelers in the East may there- 
fore soon order apartments in Jerusalem by tele- 
graph.—Svientific American. 

- = pee 

—Among our exchanges which are perused 
with interest, we would mention the My- 
sical Review and Musical World. It is edi- 
ted and published, fortnightly, by Theodor 
Hagen, Nos. 5 and 7 Mercer street, New 
York, and contains sixteen quarto pages, in- 
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cluding four pages of new music. It is de- 
voted exclusively to the discussion of musical 
topics and advertisements; and so far as we 
know, is the best sheet of the kind offered to 
the public. 


—-<“poo 


Air at Work. 








A paragraph in the foreign news by the Arabia 
says that the London “ Pneumatic Despatch Com- 
pany” has commenced forwarding mail-bags 
through its underground tubes. This enterprise 
is novel. The pneumatic tubes which have been 
laid by the company extend from the Euston Rail- 
Way station to the Northwestern District post- 
office in Eversholt street, London, a distance of 
only about one-third of a mile, but sufficient for 
experimental purposes. The tube resembles an 
elliptical gas-main, thirty-three inches high by 
thirty inches wide, and is laid in nine-feet lengths, 
at an average depth of nine feet below the street- 
leyel. The joints are filled in with lead so as to 
be perfectly air-tight. Within this tube runs a 
wrought-iron car, eight feet long, weighing eight 
cwt., and fitted with four wheels, each twenty 
inches in diameter. At each end of the tube is a 
hollow iron wheel, working in an air-tight box of 
twenty-one feet in diameter, which is connected 
with a steam-engine of seventeen horse-power. 
The wheel turns at a velocity of seventy to ninety 
miles an hour, when the air which is drawn in 
through its hollow center is thrown off from its 
periphery with a force that gives a pressure of 
from five to seven ounces on the square inch. 
The iron cars in the tube present a surface of near- 
ly five square feet to the blast, and are propelled 
at the rate of thirty miles an hour. 

The entire cost of a line of five miles is estima- 
ted at £131,000, and it is proposed to carry freight 
as well as mails through London, at the cheap 
rate of a penny (two cents) a ton per mile. So far 
the experiment is successful, and the results are 
very interesting and curious.—Hve. Post. 

A Community Journal. 

We will add a word or two about the 20th. The 
following toasts were crowded out last week : 

Wallingford, our Sister Commune: May she be 
a “city set upon a hill’—an “ oasis” of salvation 
to the weary, heart-sick victims of the selfish, 
money-loving spirit. 

Responded to by J. R. Lorp of the Wallingford 
family. 

Pillars of the Church: Men and women who, 
having “put their hands to the plow never look 
back”—who have followed the truth through evil 
report as well as good report,and have borne hero- 
ically and joyfully the heat and burdenof the day. 

Response by T. R. Noyes. 

John H. Noyes: A man brave enough, strong 
enough, and honest nang. to face all the stern 

i 


questions that beset our life. In him we recog- 
nize a God-sent leader and reformer. 


By A. W. Carr. The Interior Life: The true 
Rest of the people of God—may we find our- 
selves more and more at home in this invisible 
sphere. 

By C. Exuis. The Primitive Church: All honor 
and praise to the heroes of the first resurrection, 
who “came out of great tribulation, and washed 


their robes and made them white in the blood of 


the Lamb.” Many thanks for their worthy exam- 
ple and inspired precepts. May our highest am- 
biton be to follow in their steps, to be receptive to 
their spirits and open to their instruction, that our 
zeal may add to their happiness and our obedience 
to their joy. 

By J. H. Noyes. The martyrs of the early 
church: Wesalute them as our Saviors! May 
they find in us the beginning of their reward on 
earth. 

The 20th at Wallingford.—The Wallingford fam- 
ily celebrated the 20th in a manner similar to 
Oneida. From a recent Journal we clip the fol- 


lowing toasts : 

By H. J. Seymour. “‘ Jerusalem which is above 
ia free, which is the Mother of usall’ May we 
all be dutiful children to this beautiful and loving 
Mother.” 

By 8. R, Leonard. ‘ Our Past, Present, and Fu- 
ture: Our Past has been good, our Present better, 
and our best is in the Future.” 

* The Foreman of the Chain-Shop: An example 
of the public spirit. May his chains not wear upon 
him !” 

By H. J. Seymour. Our Horticulturists and 
Farmers: May love and apples, joy and pears, 
peace and peaches, longsuffering and strawber- 
ries, gentleness and blackberries, goodness and 
grapes, faith and corn, meckness and potatoes, 
temperance and turnips, with all other — fruits 
of the earth and of the Spirit bless their labors abun- 
dantly, and manifest to the world the kind of unity 
which Christ prayed for.” 

“ Musie versus War: Thank God that the ‘ flow- 
ers of our youth’ are learning to make sweet har- 
mony at home, instead of sacrificing their lives, 
and finding a nameless grave on the soil of the 
bloody and treacherous South !” 


“ Our Chain Business: Success toit! May the 
hearts of all engaged in in it become so fitted and 
linked and welded together, that nothing shall be 
able to rend them asunder, or to separate them 
from the love of Christ Jesus Our Lord !” 


, of his life. 





By A. Barron. “ The success of Communism, the 
hope of our country! 

The Birthday of Perfectionism : May its successive 
anniversaries find us inspired with a renewed de- 
votion to the cause it represents !” 

Music—There is considerable attention given to 
the study of music in the Community now—to 
music as a science, and tosacred music. Our new 
Mason and Hamlin Harmonium is a valuable aid, 
both in the study of music and in our Congrega- 
tional singing. J. H. N. is the leading spirit in 
the musical revival we are having. In conversa- 
tion lately he remarked : 

“ For the last year particularly, I have been at- 
tracted to the study of what we call Sacred Music. 
—amusic in connection with religious worship. I 
have felt an inspiration in that direction that was 
manifestly from above. If any one will look back 
to the old revival times, he will notice that a 
special influx of religious music accompanied and 
promoted every religious movement. There was 
a demand for and a special delight in singing live- 
ly tunes, with words expressive of joy and devo- 
tion. The “ Christian Lyre,” published by Joshua 
Leavitt, was the offspring of this old revival spirit. 
The same influx of religious, devotional singing, 
was noticeable among us at Putney as we made 
any decided spiritual progress. This is the kind 
of music which I believe we are more and more 
tending toward. It is the kind which now satis- 
fies me more than any other. It is the kind best 
adapted for the Organ. Thereis a great deal of 
singing with the piano, of sentimental songs. 
Love mingles largely in the ideas and sensations 
excited by that kind of music; but I think that 
which stimulates and excites the love of God is 
still better. Iam glad that we have cultivated 
the other kind of music as much as we have— 
that we have cultivated all sorts—and all varieties 
of instruments. If we had simply cultivated re- 
ligious music, we might have been narrow-mind- 
ed, as religious people are apt to be; but with our 
liberal education as a musical people thus far, I 
think we shall at last find our greatest inspiration 
and satisfaction in music joined to praise and de- 
votion.” 

Wallingford follows Oneida’s example, and has 
procured a Harmonium, and a number there are 
enthusiastic students of the art and science of mu- 
sic. 





We have again to record the decease of one of 
our members. Mr. Riley Burnham, aged seventy- 
four. He left us about 4 o’clock P. M., Feb. 28. 
His disease was supposed to be of the heart. He 
had no preliminary sickness and only spoke of a 
slight pain in his stomach, and from that, without 
so much as a struggle fell asleep. Indeed, he re- 
marked, a moment previous to his departure, that 
he should feel better if he could sleep. These 
were his last words. We can but feel that there 
was something beautiful and even poetical in this 
exchange of worlds. Only two days before his last, 
in conversation with some of his friends, he pleas- 
antly remarked that he felt that he should not be 
sick, but should go suddenly when he did go, and 
that he was ready. 

Mr. Burnham had been a member ef the Oneida 
Community about thirteen years; and it can be 
said with emphasis that these years were the best 
His previous life had been one of toil 
and care; and although, from choice, he did not 
cease to work for the Community, it was his boast 
that he had no eare. His usual deportment was 
that of buoyancy and cheerfulness ; and whenever 
he could, he was ever ready to help others in the 
thousand and one little necessaries of life. He 
was naturally active and ambitious. In the out- 
side world, his ambition had been broken, but in 
Community life it seemed to have kindled afresh. 
He was not without his trials and faults,but under- 
lying all, he loved the truth, and frequently, by 
word of meuth, evinced his devetion to it. The 
faith of his heart and the confession of his lips 
were, thatJesus Christ was his Savior from all sin. 
This faith and confession seemed to have renewed 
his youth ; at any rate it rounded up his life and ri- 
pened him for the harvest. May the peace of God 
be with him ! 

—— o> 
How to Sit. 

I will tell you a secret worth knowing, A thou- 
sand things not worth halfas much have been 
patented and elevated into « business. 

It is this. If you cut off the back legs of your 
chairs so that the back part of the seat shall be 
two inches lower than the front part, it will great- 
ly relieve the fatigue of sitting, and keep your 
spine in much better shape. 

The principal fatigue in sitting comes from your 
sliding forward, and thus straining the ligaments 
and muscles in the small of the back. The expe- 
dient I have advised will obviate this tendency, 
and, as I have suggested, add greatly to the com- 
fort and healthfulness of the sitting posture. 

The front edge of a chair should not be more 
than fifteen inches high, for the average man, nor 





more than fourteen for the average woman. The 
average chair is now seventeen inches high for all, 
which no amount of slanting in the seat can make 
comfortable.—Dr. Dio Lewis. 
= —bemee 
Home Communications. 


THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

All nature, as well as revelation, proves 
that God, our Maker, the Creator of the great 
universe of which we are a part, has ever 
been mindful of the highest good of mankind, 
but more especially of his people or children, 
according to the economy of his grace in 
Jesus Christ his Son, 

We learn from the Scriptures, that after 
God had, in wisdom and goodness formed this 
beautiful earth, with every thing in it neces- 
sary for the happiness of man, and had placed | 
man here with dominion over it, and the pri- 
vilege of enjoying it in religious harmony 
with God, and had given him a covenant to 
extend to him this enjoyment, an evil spirit, 
the devil; came and tempted man to violate | 
the covenant God had given him, and thus 
sowed tares in this beautiful field, causing 
discord and evil of every kind to follow 
as the result, Thus was sin introduced into | 
this world; and it has brought, as we all 


grace for me in my sojourn on the earth. | 

have many things to be thankfal for, and es- 

pecially for a home in the Community, with 

loving brothers and sisters. C. He 
CHRIST OUR PHYSICTAN. 

When we call a physician, we tell him al! 
the symptoms of our disease, all our pains, 
and answer all the questions he may ask; and 
we do not call one unless we have confidence 
inhim and are willing to tell all to him. 
This is the way Christ wants us to act towards 
himself, both in regard to ourbodily complaints 
and our complaints of spirit. People go to 
Christ for salvation ef soul, while they think 
the body must he put under the physicans of 
this world. But I have found by experience. 
and what the Lord has taught me, that we 
can go to him for the bedy as well as the 
soul, and be as free and familiar toward him. 
as we are toward a physician: and he will 
teach us what to de for the body as well a» 
he does for the sowl. He loves to teach us 
the most simple things. tn times of sickness. 


\if we ask him in simplicity and faith, he will 


give us right instinets what to de. And he 
is so full of goodness and eondeseension, thas 
it is sweet to goto him im all eau tribula- 
tions. M. 





know, a great train of misery upon mankind. | 

But now the goodness of God was put | 
upon a new train of exercise. He deter-| 
mined that where sin abounded, grace should | 
much more abound. So he sent his Son into 
the world to die for its redemption, and by a 
new act of goodness to lead man to repent- 
ance and to the exercise of faith in Christ as 
his Savior; thus bringing man out of the 
evils of sin, or the dominion of the devil, 
into the enjoyment again of the righteousness 
of God, and the liberty of his sons, according 
to the economy of a New Covenant, estab-| 
lished upon better promises than the old. 
By this, man is taken out of the condition 
where every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart is only evil continually, and pat 
where his exercises in all respects are good 





continually and forever. 

This being our condition, throv.gh faith in 
Christ and the confession of him jn our hearts, 
according to the provisions of t'ae New Cov- 
enant, shall we not rejoice conf.inually in his 
goodness, and praise him with, all owr hearts? 
saying in the language of the, poet, 

The Lord is great, the Lo rd is good, 
He feeds us from his sf ore, 

With earthly and with ‘heavenly food ; 
We'll praise him eve rmore. W. RE. 





THE FRUITS OF CHASTENING. 

Having had some experience in. sfe. fall 
and winter past, which has been geod! for-my 
heart and spirit, I think it may be good to 
acknowledge it before the Chureh. be the 
fall and first part ofthe winter, L had rather 
dreary trials, self-loathing, and. was chastened 
in spirit. This ceused serious. reflection upon 
my past life. Sometiomes. there was, dark- 
ness over me; doubts perplexed’ my mind. 
Yet at times [ had a glimpse. of the hand of 
God in my experience. Therefore b could 
not pray for deliverance. titom, trials. directly, 
since they might be for- the cleansing of my 
heart and spirit trom, inordinate affection. 

After some. tirme-of serious. veflectign and 
prayer, I perceived: that the Spirit of Truth 
had been chastening me, net to.condemy me for 
the past, but rather to help me to victory 
over the world, the flesh and the devil; to 
help me to »® higher plane of spiritual life 
and devotion; even as Paul said, that the Lord 
“chastens us. for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.” 

1 can now say with the. Psalmist, “ Befare I 
was afflicted (chastened), k went astray.” But 
since my heart has been, fixed on Christ, bis 
vause and his purpose, my mind and hegrt 
are led into.sympathy with Christ in his suf. 
ferings, and with the apostles aud Prigaitive 
Chureh. I have also been led to read and 
reconsider what Mr. N. says on the use of 
suffering, and how through suffering we learn 
patience. [know that patience is a needed 





“ Ye visions bright of heavenly birth, 
Ye glories of the latter day, 
Descend upon the falten earth, 
And chase the shades of night away ; 
Bid streams of love und mercy flow, 
Through every vale of human woe ; 
Till sin, and care, and sorrow cease, 
And all the world is hushed to peace. 


“How long amid this dying race, 
Shall desolation hold her reign ? 
How long shall men despise the grace, 
And love of him who once was slain ” 
How long shall heathen bow the knee 
To gods that neither hear nor see * 
Ye scenes of bliss so long foretold. 
j When will your radiant hues unfold *: 


“ The gospel of the living- God), 
Shall echo the wide werld around; 
Till every place of men's.abode, 
Shall know the jpy-inspiring seund::: 
Who can th¢-haavenly scane portray ?* 
Who cam describe the glorious.day ¢ 
We ail its glimmerings from afar ; 
We hail the bright, the Morning Star.” 

Se tet et ee 


Universal Dependence, . 





| 
! ow, 

| It is.one-of the pleinesttruths, that nothin. 

| Wate gad .te. be. «ndependent—that: all the 
things! which staid. in a. state of independence 
one of another, are sure to be destroyed. 
So fur as God madé any thing allowing of 
separation and disunity, 2s in the case with 
the brutes, “he made it: to he destroyed.” 
It is a self-evjdent truth that all. perpetual ex-- 
istence mus b- reduced! sti last ty vratltg-— 
must be organized, and im all its particulars 
subjected to the unitary law; beginning with 
God and comipg down through the whole, b> 
gradation, on& 0 ing subject to another. 4, 
that all contributs toe one end, and as. cou ” 
trolled by one paypose:. This is tlie. neces. 
sary condition of alli perpetual lif. This is 
the plan of God—the: prineiple which gov- 
erns all his works, his wacle ercetion. But 
leaving God out of accent; We Tay, satel, 
say, that nothing is made for itsedf— nothing 
is made but that it will be Sound ite lave a” 
head, constituting its owner, or it wil! be‘ de 
stroyed. We need not bring up the dedait: 
question as to whe is our owner; but the tives, 
abides, that we are made far somebody else, 

| and not for owselves. The Bible and God dis. 
tinctly assert that worman was made fur mai, 
and, an for tod: the body for the sev, and, 








| the vegetable kingdom for the animal: This, 


pringiple, whieh we see and acknowledge iv, 
many relations, is a universal gne. It rules in 
every class of beings thropgh all animate 
nature, till we get up ©, Gog bismself{ He 
forbids the idea of selfish, mndwidualism and 
independence in every gral of being that he 
made, up to. the Son of God, wha was not 
made. Ail things were made for him, and 
for cach osher. 











It this is the universal law. 
then it is sel{evident that we must give up the 
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idea of being the owners of ourselves. If we|bring his affections into fellowship with 


are made for somebody other than ourselves, 
we should as soon as possible find out who 


for, and in the meantime admit theoretically 
this law to have its full operation on us, 

The spirit and law of the world breeds op- 
position to this eternal arrangement—it caus- 
es the feelings to rise and revolt against the 
idea that woman was made for man, or that 
one was made for another. 
the spirit would just as clearly revolt against 
the idea that we were made for God, if it 


were put to the practical test. It is a repug- 


nance of the heart to the whole idea expressed | 


by Paul, that “we are not our own, but are 
bought with a price.” The brutal life of the 
world cannot bear to give up its own self, 
and admit the consciousnes that it was made 
for somebody else. 

But if we look into the matter, we find that 
this law, instead of degrading us, supplies the 
only honorable position we can possibly oc- 
cupy. Life is sure to be a diseased unhealthy 
growth, until it finds the channel through 
which it can act in accordance with the plan 
of life. 

Let us inquire what the Father does for the 
Son? If we.,can find that out, we can find 
what is the office and effect of the higher upon 
the lower, through all organized existence.— 
This relation of the Father and the Son, is the 
origin of the universal relation of superior to 
subordinate ; and if we ascertain the conditions 
of the relation between them, we shall find 


what is the proper object and effect of a simi-| 


lar relation every where else. This office, 
then, is twofold: Ist, ministering strength— 
giving life: and, 2d, controling and guiding. 
This is the testimony of Christ throug! all his 
discourses, that his strength and his guidance 
came from the Father. These two things 
precisely match each other. To give strength 
without guidance, would be like giving pow- 
er to machinery without direction, and ‘vould 
work destruction; and on the other han ! to 
give guidance without strength and gbuity, 
would be an imposition. The Father gives 
to the Son strength, and the Son does the 
will of the Father. This brings out the office 
of the Head, by the execution of which every 
one may stand in a position to receive 
strength and guidance, 
assume the office of guidance, without they 
can also give strength. Then, on the other 
hand, every person must find a head that can 
minister these necessary things; otherwise 
they will be weak and misgoverned. At- 
tempt to stand in an independent position 
without a head, and you will be sure to lack 
the two essentials of happiness. A woman 
in many cases finds herself in connection with 
a man who, while he can minister no strength, 
yet assumes her guidance. She revolts, and 
yery naturally, because she finds herself in a 
false rclation. But hold still: the principle 
is good yet; and she must not reject it, but 
seek out its true fulfillment. Because men 
refuse to accept this principle, which is made 
to apply to the whole universe of God, the 
world is full of misery and woe. The organ- 
ization of the affections proceeds on the same 
principle. Every affection, if it will have 
strength and be at the same time well guided, 
must refer to some other which it was made 
for, and whici can give it strength and gui- 
dance. Take the love of food, for instance. 
All know what itis to have a morbid appe- 
tite—an unhealthy state of the eating affec- 
tion. There is in this state a positive weak- 
ness of appetite and lack of enjoyment in 
eating, and at the same time a feverish unea- 
siness and incontinence, which is lack of con- 
trol. The same is true of every affection. 
Morbid amativeness takes the same shape— 
is sickly and cannot enjoy, and yet greedy 
and craving. The true state of the affections 
is that in wich they are strong and lively in 
But in the independent 
What 


power, but quiet. 
spirit, you will find them all unruly. 


makes this difference is the same thing that 
makes the difference between individualism 
and organization. 


Let man be organized— 


But this state of 


No one can rightly | 


heaven and God, and he is in a position of 
strength and guidance; his affections have 
found a head. Man in individualism, is sub- 
| ject to the same evils as are seen in case of a 
| morbid appetite—weakness, inability to en- 
|joy things, and yet unruly and turbulent. So 
| then as we said, for us to have a head—to 
‘count ourselves a part of somebody else, is 
‘the most honorable place we can hold; for of 
| the two states, one has perfect efficiency in 
| strength and guidance, and the other is with- 
‘out either. Individualism is inevitably a 
_weak, sickly, unruly and degraded position. 
We shall some time study the character of 
Christ, on the point of his relation to the Fa- 
‘ther. We shall renounce all our old feelings 
| of independence and self-ownership, and ac- 
/knowledge ourselves the property of others. 
| Nothing will be allowed to stand at last on 
any other fashion than that position of Christ. 
We must associate, or go out of the great 
‘unit: for that is established on the plan of 
the Father andthe Son. We shall be thrown 
‘out into outer darkness, if we,.cannot find a 
way of ceasing to be individual beings, and of 
becoming parts of a great whole. 

It is a fair question for every individual to 
solve, Who he was made for ?—Home- Talk, 

eee 


Christ’s Doctrine of Fasting. 





The following article on fasting, by Dr. Bush- 
nell, we find in the last Jndependent. It presents 
the subject in an interesting way: 
| Let me answer a word to the leader 
lin your last week’s paper on “ Christ’s 
| Doctrine of Fasting.” It is not enough to 
|say that I totally disagree with it. I think 
I know it to be unscriptural, and I believe 
it to be pernicious in the sentiment. 

It allows just one occasion for fasting, 
and that a false one; viz., when a man is 
in so great affliction that he cannot eat. 
That is not fasting, but simply revulsion 
‘from food. The very last thing which an 
‘afflicted man should do is to fast, meaning 
anything by the term. He should rather 
‘constrain bimself to eat what will sustain 
| him. 

The principle laid down that fasting is 
proper only when it is “a natural express- 
‘ion of feeling,” is equally mistaken. It is 
'a use and a very important use of fasting, 
as of every other kind of expression, that 
we come by means of it into states and sen- 
timents we before had not, or had only in a 
lower degree. If the soul is full, and only 
spills over in expres3ion, we get, of course, 
no result beyond simply getting rid of the 
surplus. 

But how stands the Scripture? First of 
all, Jesus himself fasts forty days and forty 
nights ; not because he is afflicted, but be- 
cause he is tempted—tempted in a consid- 
erable degree through the body, that re- 
coils from bearing any so heavy burden. 
He will bring it under and make it bear the 
strain of his divine feeling and cross ; there- 
fore he fasts. 

Next we hear him discoursing, in his 
Sermon on the Mount, on three great forms 
\of religious exercise ; on alms, on prayer, 
on fasting—treating them all just alike, 
correcting the same ostentations and hypoc- 
risies by which the Pharisees have cor- 
rupted them all. Did he tell the disciples 
to stop their alms and leave off praying ? 
No more did he put by fasting. It was not 
the manner of Christ to give up, or bring 
to an end, every practice that had been 
abused. It was not his way, if repentance 
runs down to penance, to put a stop to re- 
pentance. Moreover, his promise to right 
alms, right praying, right fasting, generally 
annexed to each—* The Father that seeth 
in secret shall reward thee opealy ’’—does 
not look very discouraging to either. 

Again, explaining why his disciples do 
not fast when he is with them, he adds, 
** But the days will come when the bride- 
groom is taken away from them, then shall 
they fast in those days.,’ ‘‘ In those days” 
—that is, in those after times; not for 
some one or two days, when their grief is 
fresh and will not allow them to eat. All 
this on the principle that fasting is in point, 
not as a propulsion toward what is visible, 














but only toward what is invisible. How 
can they fast when the bridegroom is pres- 
ent to their senses? ‘Taken away from 
their senses, they will fast to find him, and 
push their way in to the secret place where 
he dwells. 

Ata later time, he tells his disciples that 
the highest power with God is attainable 
only by fasting-——‘“‘ This kind goeth not 
forth but by prayer and fasting.”” Does he 
mean, by not eating when they are too 
much afflicted to eat ? 

Again, Cornelius, the Centurion, testi- 
fies: “Four days ago I was fasting till 
this hour,”’ and tells how God met him in 
the hights of vision, bidding him send to 
Joppa for Peter. Meantime, while the 
messengers are on the way, Peter is fasting 
on the house-top, where, as he ‘“ becomes 


fell into a trance; and the result of the) 
two fastings of the two men was, the dis- 
covery that Christianity was for the Gen- 
tiles. 

Again, at Antioch, quite a number of 
*‘ prophets and teachers,” including the 
apostles Barnabas and Saul, are assembled 
together in fasting, and there the two latter 
are seperated, by the laying on of hands, 
for a great and important mission. 

And, still again, these two apostles, who 
probably knew what dignity there was in 
fasting, and whether it was Christian or 
not, went hither and thither, and “ ordained 
elders in every city, and prayed with fast- 
ing,” commending them to the Lord. 

Once more, Paul remembers that he was 
in * fastings often.” He also recommends 
to the Corinthian disciples that they give 
themselves occasionally to ‘ fasting and 
prayer” “for atime.” Not that we hear 
of their being specially afflicted, but that 
there were particular reasons why fasting a 
little might do them good. Are there no 
Corinthian sensualities and lustings now-a- 
days, for which it would be equally good. 

But what are the uses of fasting ? What 
rational and practical significance can it 
have? It may be useless, I grant. Where 
it is practiced as a superstition, or carried 
to excess, it can be only hurtful. Macera- 
tion is one thing ; true fasting another and 
very different thing. But when rightly 
practiced, there are uses enough. 

1. There.is much the same natural use 
as for Sundays; one is a fasting from work, 
the other from food. And the reason for 
both is much the same; viz., that the body 
is dulled and drugged and broken, either 


very hungry, and would have eaten,”’ he | quarters. 


taking pains puts the soul in train, har- 
nesses the powers, sharpens and purges the 
insight, and makes the holy struggle glow 
because there is heat init. It does a man’s 
soul infinite good to make sure to itself that 
it is in earnest, and the only way to this is 
'to get into the boat and stem the current, 
‘not to float down it. We live between two 
kinds of hunger—soul-hunger and body- 
hunger. An earnest Christian wants to 
feel the soul-hunger and somehow get food 
for the soul; and when he finds how ready 
the body is to suffer and whimper if it is 
not fed at the moment, he scorns it, he re- 
taliates upon it, demanding that it some- 
times allow itself to be postponed, just as 
the magnificent hunger of the soul is so 
commonly postponed to it. 

But there is an objection heard from all 
* T have tried fasting,” says the 
delicate disciple ;” ‘It makes me hungry 
and sick. I think of nothing but eating, 
and am utterly incapable of any spiritual 
exercise.” Is he ever capable? that is the 
important question. It is very true that if 
aman knows how to go to his table, and 
does not know how to go to God, he will 
most certainly think of going to his table.— 
A fast that only makes a vacuum is likely 
to be a very unsatisfactory affair. Just 
contrary to this, a Christian, who is able to 
say to the body, ‘* Stay down there while I 
go up,” and really go up, will be full and 
fresh and free, and the shortest day that he 
finds will be the day that misses a dinner. 
A little skill is wanted in fasting, as in every 
thing else ; and every thing turns on finding 
how to feed, without feeding always the 
body. 

These strictures I make, not because of 
the article merely to which they refer, but 
because I hear so many things, in a similar 
strain, from our young ministers and our 
theological students here and there. We 
fancy that we are going deep, because we 
touch bottom where we are, when we hap- 
pen to be in the shallows. This naturalism 
in which we are steeped shallows everything, 
and the pigmies and General Thumbs of 
grace have it for their wedding-day. We 
are ready to assume that Pharisees and hyp- 
ocrites are the only fasting men. Have 
there been no grand witnesses, heroes, 
mighty men, Titans of God beside? A lit- 
tle deference to history ought to show us 
that grown people have lived, even if they 
live no longer. 

— oe oe 
Via Crucis via Lucis, 








by a ceaseless drag on the muscles, or by a 
| ceaseless crowding of the digestion. It 
i will be more supple, and lively, and clear, | 
and capable in both, ifa little rest or respite | 
is allowed. I believe it would do us Ameri- 
cans a great deai of good, both as Christ-| 
ians and as men, if we had a set of Sab-| 
baths given for the stomach, and the more | 
so now that the poor fagged organ has more | 
hard work to do on our Sundays than at 
any other time. Besides, nature has a way 
of getting her digestion-Sabbaths without 
consent of anybody ; appointing, every little 
while, her day of headache, or cold, or col- 
ic, and so, having gotten her rest by a kind 
of armed cessation, she lets us go on our 
way, a little more chastised and probably a 
good deal less recruited than we should 
have been by a rational fasting. 

2. Fasting puts the body under, whgre 
it ought to be, and asserts the sovereighty 
of.the mind, trims the vessel to sail even, 
and hastens in that manner the voyage.— 
Paul set himself to ** keep under the body,” 
and put it down also as.a fixed matter that 
he would “ not be under the power of any.” 
Could there be a more absurd figure for a 
Christian than that he is a man whose body 
is uppermost? And yet what multitudes 
of disciples have their life hid, not with 
Christ in God, but under their bodies— 
drugged by all the stupors, tossed by all 
the tempests, wrenched by the appetites, 
fouled by the lustings, fooled by the vanities 
of the body? And what a noble triumph 
it is when the soul gets uppermost? How 
like a sovereign it feels in its empire ?— 
How clear and bell-like is the ring of its 
sentiments ? 

3. Itis another very great use, that pains 
taking is the only way to get near to God ; 








not that the pains please God, but that the 


Through Night to Day! 
And when the solemn fold 
Of darkness wraps creation all, 
Trust on! ‘Trust on! 
For sunrise bright and bold 
Shall break and burst the midnight pall. 


Through Death to Life! 
Aye, through this vale of tears, 
The thorny path of being, hurled, 
High, high above, 
We reach Heaven's wedding feast, 
The joy, the gladness of a better world | 


Through Storm to Calm! 
And when through earth and sky 
The wind-god drives his thund’ring wheei, 
Truston! Trust on! 
For sweet and gentle calm 
Shall o’er the wildest tempest steal ! 


Through Frost to Spring! 
And when the northern blast 
Shall freeze the very marrow of the earth, 
Trust on! Trust on! 
For through the ice-bound sod, 
Spring’s breezes give sweet flowers birth 


Through War to Peace! 
And when ’midst bristling spears 
A thousand deaths beset thee near, 
Trust on! Trust on! 
For close on slaughter’s din 
Flow songs of peace and Freedom’s cheer. 


Through Sweat to Sleep! 
And when the mid-day sun 
Wears thee and wastes with sultry heat, 
Trust on! Trust on! 
Soon blows the evening wind, 
To rock and soothe thy slumbers sweet. 


Through Cross to Cure! 
And when the ills of life 
Like demons haunt thy weary bed, 
Trust on! Trust on! 
Soon shall, ’mid direst griefs, 
The peace of God be o'er thee spread. 


Through Woe to Joy! 
Weep’st thou at morning tide? 
And still to tears at midnight giv’n? 
Trust on! Trust on! 
Trust to thy Father's care, 
Who keepeth constant watch in heay'n! 
—From the German. 














LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—M. 
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